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The

Office

of

Future

Storytelling

Neil
Powell

The Storyteller is tired of telling stories about 
Love, God and Beauty. With the invention of Eric 

Crawford, an English teacher at Davenport College, 
he explores what is required to tell new stories. As a 

result, a tantalising world of freedom beckons.  

This encompasses Eric’s family and romantic life, the 
explosive relationship he has with troubled student, 
David Spurling, and a protest movement about the 

role of Art in society. The Storyteller’s control of 
Eric’s life conversely makes the Storyteller realise the 
power language has over him – reminding him that 
language is a public medium, not the exclusive tool 

of an authority or author.
 

A stylistically innovative novel, at turns both a 
philosophy and black comedy, The Office of Future 
Storytelling examines the relationship of language 
to individual identity and freedom. It argues that 

the stories we need are those that demonstrate our 
unequivocal connection to the world.
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THE TRUST 
PARADIGM

Geoff Hudson-Searle  
and Mark Herbert

£11.99 | 9781803133195 (pb)
£18.99 | 9781803133188 (hb)
£7.99 | 9781803133379 (eb)

In both business and life the need for trust 
is paramount, never more so than in current 

times. This book explains how to generate 
and build trust, and is a hands-on guide to 

how to do this.

Trust in our culture at large, in our institutions and in our companies is significantly 
lower than a generation ago. In any normality trust is paramount, but given current 
world events, never has there been more need for increased trust. This simple 
formula emphasizes the key elements of trust for individuals and for organizations.

The Trust Paradigm draws on the hard-won truths of two authors, Geoff Hudson-
Searle and Mark Herbert, and draws on their deep personal lessons from life and 
business practice, and their efforts to distil those lessons into principles that lead 
towards a more purposeful life. The book is intended to be both a holistic overview 
of what generates and builds trust, and a hands-on guide to how that can be 
done. A wide range of tips, models and techniques that will help to build strong 
and effective trust solutions in today’s business world are combined with a range of 
insights into the topical subjects of the day.

The term ‘trust’ has been overused forever and, during the last decade, 
considerably devalued. In this book, the authors aim to take the concept back to its 
essentials and to re-evaluate how real, meaningful trust can be incorporated into 
management and leadership.

PB

EB

HB
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INTERVIEW WITH  
GEOFF HUDSON-SEARLE 
AND MARK HERBERT

Authors of The Trust Paradigm

£11.99 | 9781803133195
£18.99 | 9781803133188
£7.99 | 9781803133379

Geoff Hudson-Searle is an independent 
non-executive director across regulation, 
technology and internet security, C-Suite 
executive on private and listed companies, 
and serial business advisor for growth-phase 
tech companies. His co-author Mark Herbert 
is currently a Principal in the consulting firm, 
New Paradigms LLC. Here they talk more on 
their book, The Trust Paradigm.

Tell us about your book...
The disruptive world that we operate within is a crucible within which resilient leadership has been refined since 
the onset of the pandemic in early 2020. Acting without perfect information and no playbook, and often with 
only a few hours or days to spare, CEOs have had to guide their organisations through the myriad of decisions 
and challenges that have had significant implications for their company’s whole system: employees, customers, 
clients, financial partners, suppliers, investors, and other stakeholders, as well as for society as a whole. At the 
same time, almost everywhere we turn, trust is on the decline. Trust in our culture at large, in our institutions 
and in our companies is significantly lower than a generation ago. 

The Trust Paradigm draws on the hard-won truths of two authors, Geoff Hudson-Searle and Mark Herbert, 
and draws on their deep personal lessons from life and business practice, and their efforts to distil those lessons 
into principles that lead towards a more purposeful life.

When did you realise that you wanted to write this book?  
The term ‘trust’ has been overused forever and, during the last decade, considerably devalued. We believed 
that there was no better time to launch The Trust Paradigm.

What is the most important thing you have learned while publishing the book? 
Change and transformation can be radical and painful, yet many wait until circumstances force their hand even 
when they know that change must, and should, come. Whether change has been forced upon you, or whether 
you are openly seeking and embracing transformation, this book will arm you with tips, advice, and techniques 
to spark fresh thinking about the status quo and inspire the innovation your circumstances demand for the 
creation of a better business environment. The Trust Paradigm’s lessons are also relevant far beyond the business 
world. They can support clearer understanding of institutional behaviour for all kinds of people: students, 
budding entrepreneurs, volunteers, social enterprise organisers – quite simply, anyone who aspires to do better.
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What do you think are the common traps for aspiring writers?
Trust yourself and never give up. Be determined right to the end. You should always write about what you 
know and love. This is not just a matter of principle but solid writing advice. You have a story to tell that cannot 
be told by anyone else, in any other way, and if you’re talented and lucky and work hard, you will find the 
right way to tell it. In other words, be truthful to yourself and you can communicate the truth to others through 
writing. My advice is to write a book and then immediately go on to the next one and to the one after that. In 
other words, the more you write, the better you will become.

What was the first thing you wrote and were proud of?
Like most writers, I write through experiences; my first book Freedom after the Sharks was a true story, the 
facts were that I was planning to write another book. Once a writer starts to put pen to paper, the truth will 
run through them – at times it is impossible to stop. It’s not exactly a compulsion, but it really does come quite 
close to that. Writing makes sense of one’s world, which is what most of us want to do on some level or other.

How do you measure the success of your writing? 
Publishing is such an up-and-down industry – you can be flavour of the month one minute and struggling the 
next, even when you have had a certain level of success. Until you have enough money coming in to be able 
to justify it to yourself, don’t give up the day job. If we can effect change to one person’s life as a direct result 
of our authorisms, we have affected success.

What are your writing bad habits? 
One of my mentors many years ago would say to me to stop procrastinating and just do what needs to be 
achieved. I have never forgotten these words. Writing is subjective, each and every one of us has a distinctive 
view, like and dislike to genre, fiction, non-fiction, biographical or fantasy, but with passion you can create your 
best. 

What advice would you give to other budding authors? 
Sometimes “writer’s block” is the way your unconscious has of telling you are not writing about something 
important enough. If you feel blocked, explore your current topic: does it warrant the time you are putting into 
writing it? Sticking to a topic of secondary importance is not conducive to good writing. It doesn’t command 
your loyalty.

Is there anything else you’d like to add?
Always, in every place across the world, people have written. Writing has not changed since the Roman days. 
Writing affords me a chance each and every day to just sit with my thoughts and be still. I live in a very busy 
city with people everywhere on mobile devices, and I love that. But I also think it’s important to sit and be quiet, 
to reflect and to use creativity with yourself and your thoughts. Writing for me is very meditative and calming 

and helps to keep me peaceful in a very frantic world.

Every writer is influenced by everything they’ve ever read or seen. All 
the books and news articles that have passed through your hands have 
also somehow made their way into your thoughts, whether you are 
aware of it or not. I love that idea. I love to think that when I write, I 
am in some ways sitting down with all the books I have ever read, and 
in some ways, sitting down with the writers who wrote those books. 
I like to think that I’m connected to a long line of people just like me; 
people who also loved to write with the ability to leave a legacy of my 
work that someday will be read and hopefully inspired upon by others.

A listing for The Trust Paradigm can be found on page 37.
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Utterly
Immoral

Robert Keable and his scandalous novel

When Robert Keable’s First World War novel 
Simon Called Peter was published, critics called it 
‘offensive’, ‘a libel’ and reeking of ‘drink and lust’. 
Scott Fitzgerald suggested it was ‘utterly immoral’ 
and referenced it in The Great Gatsby. The novel 

became a huge international bestseller, a Broadway 
play and the sequel made into a Hollywood movie. 
And it made its author an international celebrity. 

What critics did not know was that the novel, about 
a military chaplain and a young woman having an 

affair during the war, was autobiographical.

The author, Robert Keable’s grandson, has used 
letters, books, articles, interviews and a trip to 

Tahiti to produce a fascinating account of Robert 
Keable’s life and the story of the success of 

Simon Called Peter.

Meet the Narrator

Sebastian Abineri

For more information on our audio titles, please visit www.troubador.co.uk

Sebastian is an extremely experienced actor and voice-over artist. He recently appeared in 
the � nal series of Killing Eve, playing ‘Rustem’, one of ‘� e Twelve’, where he was brutally and 
painfully dispatched by Villanelle. � is can be seen on series four episode 4 on BBC iPlayer. 
Other recent work includes Maurice Tempelman, Jackie Kennedy’s partner in Autopsy: � e 
Last Hours of Jackie Kennedy, for ITV and Sir Richard Arkwright for � e Arkwright Society.

Sebastian has appeared many times on � lm and TV; his movies include A Bridge Too 
Far, Porridge and Sherlock Holmes. He has played the lead in two BBC Play for Todays, 
Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon Out of Battle, where he played Owen opposite Simon 
MacCorkindale as Sassoon, also for the BBC. He is perhaps best remembered for his role as 
Dick the Groom in the series Flambards for Yorkshire TV.

Just before the pandemic hit he completed a long theatre tour of Calendar Girls: � e Musical 
– imagine his horror when all the theatres closed a� erwards! He has since been working 
away trying to get a new theatre built in his hometown of Southend-on-Sea and it looks like 
it might be happening! 

Other theatre work includes Summer and Smoke by Tennessee Williams in the West End; 
Stanley Kowalski in A Streetcar Named Desire at � e Library � eatre, Manchester; Captain 
Bluntschli in Arms and the Man for the Malvern Festival; Bill Sykes in Oliver! for � eatre 
Clwyd and many other roles. He was a member of Lindsay Anderson’s Lyric � eatre Company, 
where he worked with Joan Plowright and Dame Helen Mirren.

A selection of the titles he has narrated for us
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£14.99 (hb) 9781803132945

Fish is a delicious and healthy food option, but many people find 
cooking it quite daunting. In this book, Alison encourages readers 
to create tasty seafood dishes packed with flavour, based on a wide 
range of cooking styes, including recipes for everyday meals and 
for special occasions. It provides the technical and cooking support 
needed to give readers the confidence to try something different 
and which tastes better than they thought possible with a fish dish!

HighlightsAutumn22.indd   64HighlightsAutumn22.indd   64 26/09/2022   13:3726/09/2022   13:37


